MINUTES OF DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 8 JANUARY 2026
A meeting of Drayton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Thursday 8 January at 7pm. Present with the Chair, Cllr Mrs N Musgrave, were Cllrs Mr P Brown, Mrs H Taylor, and Mr D Webb. Also present was one member of the Village Hall Committee. Cllr Mrs A Turner and the Clerk Mr G Reynolds sent apologies. 
1/26   Minutes of the meeting held in November 2025 were signed as a correct record, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Brown.
2/26 MATTERS ARISING
2/26/1 Highways. Residents had received notification from Highways that the A422 through Drayton will be closed for winter patching repairs overnight on 20-21 January, in response to the Parish Council’s requests for the road to be reconstructed. This is with a view to surface dressing works in the spring/summer. Cllrs discussed the need for full reconstruction rather than surface dressing, in light of the road’s failure over many years, ongoing sinking, and the high number of Heavy Goods Vehicles using the route on a daily basis. Actions: Cllr Brown to prepare notes; Cllr Musgrave to write to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Cllr Chris Brant and the Director of Highways to press for more permanent reconstruction of the road (rather than patching/resurfacing), and to highlight the existing request for a safe path from the village past Sor Bridge and the need for drain covers in the new road, at the same time.
2/26/2 Speed Indicator Display signs (SIDs). Cllr Musgrave has heard from Dave Catling at OCC that the two proposed 20mp SIDs can now be purchased; one for either end of the village on the main road. Funds have been allocated and Cllr Brown confirmed that these can be ordered straight away. Highways know the Council’s preferred location for both signs. OCC will also need to recalibrate the existing Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) sign to 20 miles per hour. A socket already exists for one of the new signs, near the village hall. Actions: Cllr Musgrave to respond to Dave Catling with further details about current status and to confirm that the signs should be supplied with the necessary posts/supports; Cllr Brown to follow up with a call to clarify installation details.
2/26/3 Road gritting. The Council ordered marine salt ahead of winter which failed to arrive. Salt bins are running low, so the roads had not been sufficiently gritted in recent bad weather. Action: Mr G Reynolds (Clerk) to contact Cherwell Council about extra grit salt.
2/26/4 Village welcome sheet. Cllr Taylor had drafted a six-page welcome sheet for newcomers to the village. Action: Cllr Taylor to circulate welcome sheet to the Parish Council, and notify the village WhatsApp group, and request that Lynne Robertson prints copies and delivers to new residents as needed.
3/26 FINANCES
3/26/1 Payments out. Cheques signed between meetings included: 000579 £270 to N Prickett for mowing, 000580 £30 to Mr D G Webb for lights, 000581 £150 to Salt Wat Farm Shop for Xmas tree, 000582 £100 to HMRC for quarter tax (ie, in relation to the Parish Precept), and 000583 £1600 to Mr G A Reynolds for the Clerk’s salary. 
3/26/2 Payments in. A donation of £200 had been received from Earthline (owners of the Wroxton Fields Quarry) for the village Christmas tree and lights, following a request by Cllr Turner.
3/26/3 Financial report. The Financial Report was considered. No (e.g. charitable) donations had been made, per current Parish Council policy.
3/26/4 Budget setting. The Budget Setting Report and village Assets List were reviewed, with the main difference to the previous financial year (FY) 2025/26 being the safety railways installed in the alleyway from Metcalfe Crescent to the main road. The expected increase in Band D Council Tax rates (+5%) was considered. Upcoming expenditure includes two new speed indicator signs (SIDs) at £2,500. Cllrs agreed to reappoint Mr M Turner as the internal auditor and to reappoint Mr G Reynolds as Clerk. The Clerk’s salary was discussed, and an increase to £2,150 per annum was agreed for the FY 2026/27, to bring it more in line with other local councils. The Council also agreed to maintain the existing Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) subscription. It was agreed that no allowances would be paid to Parish Councillors.
3/26/5 Anticipated expenditure for FY 2026/27. No significant capital schemes are anticipated. A proposal was made by Cllr Webb to support the planting of a new hedge on the boundary of the parish graveyard at St Peter’s, as part of a scheme to make more room for new graves. A new sign will be designed and installed near the entrance to Metcalfe Crescent and Queens Crescent to encourage more considerate parking, at residents’ request. Increased costs are expected from insuring the new speed indicator signs (likely to be at replacement cost). Funds could potentially be allocated to a natural path of wood chippings on the legal pathway from the village to the field to Wroxton beyond Sor Bridge, if Highways complete the requested works to prepare/widen the pathway during the next FY. Actions: Cllr Webb to provide photographs of the location and further details of the proposed hedge at St. Peter’s; Cllr Musgrave to liaise with the Clerk about the most appropriate type of insurance for the new SIDs, and progress draft wording for a considerate parking sign for Queens Crescent.
3/26/2 Parish Precept. Options were considered for the Parish Precept which is payable by residents who are eligible to pay Council Tax, to fund the Parish Council budget requirements as a portion of Council Tax, for the next FY, 1 May 2026 to 30 April 2027. Higher levels of income to the Parish due to the current effect of new houses being built on Drayton land to the north of the Parish (e.g. at Roman Fields) were considered, alongside rising costs for services provided to the village. Options included either maintaining the 2025/26 rate of £6,700 to the Council (£56 per annum per Band D household) or to take a similar approach to last year and agree a small increase to avoid a future step-change in rates after the new housing transfers from Drayton to Banbury (which is anticipated within ~6-18 months). In line with other villages locally, the Council agreed to set the 2026/27 FY rate at £6,700 plus 5% (increasing the individual contribution per Band D household by c.£2.50 after two years of no increases, to raise the Council’s annual precept income to £7,000), after a proposal by Cllr Webb, seconded by Cllr Brown.
Cllr Brown gave apologies for needing to leave the meeting early for another engagement.
4/26 POLICIES
4/26/1 Policies. The Council noted and agreed to adopt the updated Code of Conduct, the updated Complaints Policy, and the Standing Orders, which had been circulated for review ahead of the meeting.
5/26 VILLAGE MEETINGS 
5/26/1 Actions and matters arising. Cllr Musgrave led a discussion on matters arising from the minutes and actions of the Village Meeting held in November 2025. Plans for the Vistry 2 development to the north of Roman Fields off the Warwick Road were discussed and it was agreed that a special village meeting may be needed to canvas views, unless timings align with the next scheduled Village Meeting. Plans for the considerate parking sign at Queens Crescent are progressing. Cllr Musgrave had approached OCC Kathryn Gash about supplying ‘Prone to Flooding’ signs for the dip in the main road by Sor Bridge. It was noted that a ’Flood’ hazard sign has been left by the side of the road for use in the event of another flood. Cllr Taylor had reported the broken road name sign for Mill Lane to the Council but this has not yet been fixed and the wood behind the sign is rotten. The Drayton sign at the top of the village may need replacing and the directional sign to Glebefields and the Church is currently pointing the wrong way. Actions: Cllr Musgrave to continue to put pressure on OCC via Kathryn Gash for progress on the list of pending highways actions, including the road crossing at the Banbury end of the village and the pathway past Sor Bridge to the west. Cllr Webb to inspect the Drayton sign at the top of the village and the Glebefields/Church sign to see if they can be fixed without OCC support.
6/26 CLUSTER MEETINGS WITH LOCAL PARISHES
6/26/1 Updates from recent meetings. Cllr Musgrave reported that planning considerations continue to be top of the agenda at these meetings of local village representatives (see below).

7/26 PLANNING
7/26/1 Vistry 2 housing development. Details of the Vistry 2 housing development proposal from Trinity College had been circulated to villages via WhatsApp and social media. Concerns were noted that the Parish Council had not been informed about the public consultation event held at NOA w/c 5 January 2026 and notices had not been shared on other local forums, so residents and Cllrs were unaware it was taking place. Initial concerns were also raised about the potential impact on local services and infrastructure. The Council plans to hold a village discussion about the development to canvas views, before making a formal response.
7/26/2 Duke’s Meadow housing development near Hanwell. Cllr Musgrave informed the Council that amendments have been submitted to the original Hanwell housing development. Action: Cllr Musgrave to ascertain what the amendments involve.
7/26/3 Solar farm proposal. No further updates following the response shared by the Council following a village meeting to discuss the proposal. Following a delay to the original timeline, Cherwell District Council Planning Committee is due to discuss the proposals at its meeting in February 2026.
7/26/5 Blencowe planning application. The Council submitted comments to the planning application for a new dwelling on the main road next to Blencowe, having listened to comments from residents at the village meeting in November 2025. A decision due on 8 January had been postponed by 1-2 weeks.
The meeting ended at 8.00pm.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 March at 7.00pm in the village hall. 
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